Fanfare for a New Era of American Spaceflight

Chris Krycho

In honor of the SpaceX Crew Dragon Demo 2 launch, May 2020



Instrumentation

— 1 Piccolo

— 2 Flutes

— 2 Oboes

— 1 Cor Anglais

— 2 Clarinets (B flat)

— 2 Bassoons

— 1 Contrabassoon

— 4 Horns (F)

— 3 Trumpets (B flat)

— 3 Trombones

— 1 Bass Trombone

— 1 Tuba

— Timpani

— Percussion (5 percussionists)
— Bass drum
—Toms
— Clash Cymbal
— Tubular Bells
— Glockenspiel

— Piano

—Violin 1

— Violin II

— Viola

— Violoncello

— Double Bass

Program note

On May 30, 2020, the SpaceX Crew Dragon Demo 2 flight launched American astronauts
to space on an American rocket from American soil—for the first time since the end of the
American Space Shuttle program in 2011. This first successful crewed mission on a private
space company’s rocket promised both to reinvigorate the American space flight industry
and to reshape the world space flight industry. And so it has.

I composed “Fanfare for a New Era of American Spaceflight” in a few short weeks in May
2020, in anticipation of the launch and in celebration of the women and men who made it
possible. I shared the first mockup with the world on the same day the flight launched;
since then I have substantially revised and polished the piece until it seems fitting for the
momentous quality of the launch it celebrates.

— Chris Krycho, July 2022

Estimated Duration

— Mockup time: 2 minutes, 20 seconds.
— Acceptable range: between 2 minutes, 10 seconds and 2 minutes, 30 seconds.
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